WHO WILL CARE FOR THEM?

If you have a dog, cat or other pet, you
know that the unconditional love and
affection our pets devote to us improve the
quality of our lives in ways nothing else
can. This is why they deserve our respect
and dedication even after we pass away or
become incapacitated.

Unfortunately, if a pet owner becomes
unable to care for his or her pets they often
end up living on the street. Thousands of
pets are orphaned every year in the United
States. To prevent your pets from adding
to this sad statistic, you need to plan now
for their care in the future.

One way to do this is to include your pets
in your estate plan. This can be as simple
as incorporating provisions for them into
your Will or Living Trust. A Durable
General Power of Attorney will allow an
agent of your choosing to spend funds that
have been allocated to your pets as he or
she sees fit in the best interest of your pets.

The income is made available as ongoing
trust funds or as a gift given directly to
the agent.

The first, and often easiest, way to make
sure your pets are cared for is to include a
request that your pets be placed with a
willing friend or family member, in the
same way you would appoint a guardian
for a child. In addition, most states allow
for money from your estate plan to be set
aside for the benefit of pets so that there
1s minimal, if any, expense for your pets’
caretaker.

Another option is to appoint a trustee to
care for your pets. This trustee can either
keep the pets in his or her own home or
find someone else with a suitable, loving
home to serve as caretaker. This type of
“pet trust” also provides the trustee with
funds to be used for the pets’ benefit.

If a suitable trustee is not available, you may
want to research local animal shelters and
adoption centers. If sufficient funds are
allocated for the care of the pet, some
locations will accept pets that are donated
through trusts and care for them until a
devoted home can be found for them.

Our attorneys and staff can guide you
through the steps necessary for making
sure your pets are cared for once you are
no longer able to provide for their needs.

Contact our office today to set up a
consultation. Not doing so could make
all difference in the lives of your pets.
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The Behlmann Law Firm is dedicated to
assisting clients with all of their estate
planning needs. We are located at 21218
Kingsland Blvd., Katy, TX 77450. Call us at
(281) 398-0088 or email us at
info@behlmannlaw.com
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ABOUT OUR LAW FIRM

The Behlmann Law Firm focuses
its practice to estate planning matters
and has helped thousands of families
meet their long-term estate and
financial goals.

The Behlmann Law Firm is affiliated
with the American Academy of
Estate Planning Attorneys, a member
organization serving the needs of legal
professionals concentrating on estate
planning.

Through the American Academy’s
comprehensive training, as well as
educational programs and membership
requirements on state-of-the-art estate
planning law and techniques, it fosters
excellence in estate planning among its
members and helps them deliver the
highest possible service to their clients.
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Local non-profit institutions that have
pets’ best interests in mind:

Citizen’s for Animal Protection (CAP)
(281) 497-0591
Special Pals Animal Shelter
(281) 579-7387
Houston Humane Society
(713) 433-6421
Houston SPCA
(713) 869-7722

THE BEHLMANN LAW FIRM

Attorneys & Counselors
21218 Kingsland Blvd.
Katy, TX 77450
(281) 398-0088

www.behimannlaw.com

WHAT WILL
HAPPEN
TO YOUR
PETS?

Proper estate planning can
guarantee they are cared for
even after you are gone



